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Let the sun shine 

 

Lighting the way with a simple touch of glass 14 

 

 

8 Take action now so your 18 Creating a multipurpose 25 Making music is a 
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Seeing the light 
 
Installing a lightwell to soak up the sunshine proved the answer for this bushy retreat 

 
THE BRIEF  
Knock down a 1950s cottage 

and replace it with a classically 

designed family home that 

makes the most of a leafy aspect 
 
THE OWNERS  
Paul Wright and Jo Thompson 
 
THE BUILDER  
Merit Homes 

Paul Wright describes his old 
family home as a 1950s holiday 
shack, quaint and nostalgic but 
lacking light, space and the  

technology associated with modern living. 

And after 15 years of cramped home life 

Paul and his wife Jo Thompson decided it 

was time to upgrade.  
�³�2�Q�F�H���Z�H���G�H�F�L�G�H�G���Z�H���Q�H�H�G�H�G���D���E�L�J�J�H�U��

place, it was a long process. We looked 

into moving but never found anything 

that suited. Then we looked at doing 

extensions and had an architect draw up 

�V�R�P�H���S�O�D�Q�V���´���3�D�X�O���V�D�\�V��  
�³�:�H���J�R�W���W�K�U�H�H���T�X�R�W�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���S�O�D�Q�V���D�Q�G��

�W�K�H�\���D�O�O���H�[�F�H�H�G�H�G���R�X�U���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���´ 

 
The couple decided if they were 

going to spend such a sizeable amount 
of money renovating their house, they 
may as well build a new one for a 
 

�³�:�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���D������������
house with simple lines 

�X�V�L�Q�J���D���O�R�W���R�I���J�O�D�V�V�´ 
 
similar cost. After perusing some of 
the designs available at HomeWorld 
in Kellyville, they opted for a custom 
design with Merit Homes.  

Paul says their main concern was 
allowing for their unusual topography. 

 
�³�%�H�F�D�X�V�H���Z�H�¶�G���J�R�Q�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H��

extension process, we were equipped 

with knowledge of what we wanted. It is 

a sloping block and we wanted to make 

�W�K�H���P�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���R�X�W�O�R�R�N���´���3�D�X�O���V�D�\�V��  
�³�2�X�U�� �E�U�L�H�I�� �Z�D�V�� �V�L�P�S�O�L�F�L�W�\���� �:�H�� �Z�D�Q�W�H�G��

a 2010 house with simple lines using a 

�O�R�W���R�I���J�O�D�V�V���W�R���O�H�W���L�Q���W�R�Q�Q�H�V���R�I���O�L�J�K�W���´  
Downstairs, Paul included his own 

photographic studio in the design.  
A double garage, powder room and 

storeroom make up the remainder of 
the front of the house.  

As it faces south, Paul says they had 
to find a way to draw sunlight in.  

�³We have a big lightwell that runs  > 
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A Corrugated iron is featured on the kitchen benchtop B 
Owner Paul Wright C The front of the house D A high, 
vertical window lets in a stream of light 
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